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(22) International Filing Date: 16 August 2000 (16.08.2000) 

(25) Filing Language: English 

(26) Publication Language: English 



(30) Priority Data: 

60/149,105 



16 August 1999 (16.08.1999) US 



(71 ) Applicant (for all designated States except US) : PRIVITY 
VENTURES, INC. [US/US]; Suite 3, 251 Jeanell Drive, 
Carson City, NV 89703 (US). 

(72) Inventor; and 

(75) Inventor/Applicant (for US only): LAWRENCE, Mark, 



H. [GB/US]; Privity Ventures, Inc., Apartment 209, 808 N. 
2nd Street, Alhambra, CA 91801 (US). 

(74) Agent: O'NEILL, James, G.; Law Offices of James G. 
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(54) Title: VIRTUAL DESIGN STUDIO SYSTEM 
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(57) Abstract: A program (10) for designing and mar- 
ket testing goods or services on-line based upon the au- 
thorization of and feedback collected from one or more 
users. The program includes various parts, including a 
design studio having a new design (18), continued design 
(20), redesign (22), or mall for shopping (24). The design 
studio also includes a product or service group category 
(28) having various elements of a product or service to 
be designed, which may be selected from a database and 
used by an authorized user. After a design is accepted or 
completed by an authorized user, the accepted design may 
be sampled in a unique sampling mode (44), stored (52) or 
discarded (66), or ordered (68), as desired. Stored designs 
may also be published (54) so as to be added to a catalog 

(58) , portfolio (60), show (62), store (64), etc., where an 
authorized user may order (68) and then have manufac- 
tured the design by an agreed-to manufacturer associated 
with a supplier. The program also allows a user to sim- 
ulate the assembly of an object in a chosen setting, prior 
to completing the design, market testing the design and 
purchasing the design. 
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IT, LU, MC, NL, FT, SE). OAPI patent (BF, BJ, CF, CG, 
CI, CM, GA, GN, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG). 

Published: 

— With international search report. 

— Before the expiration of the time limit for amending the 
claims and to be republished in the event of receipt of 
amendments. 



For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid- 
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing at the begin- 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
00977-PCT 


FOR FURTHER ACTION See Notification of Transmittal of International 

Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/4 16) 


International application No. 
PCT/US00/22442 


International filing date (day/ month/year) 
16 AUGUST 2000 


Priority date (day 1 monthly car) 
16 AUGUST 1999 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
IPC(7): G06F 17/60 and US CI.: 705/26, 27, 14; 700/233 


Applicant 
PRIVITY VENTURES, INC. 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary 
Examining Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total of sheets. 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, Le., sheets of the description, claims an dor drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report andbr sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority, 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of () sheets. 
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3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



I 
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vra 


□ 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Date of submission of the demand 
23 FEBRUARY 2001 


Date of completion of this report 
22 OCTOBER 2001 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/US 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington, D C. 90331 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 


Authorized ofFicer /^/^^^^ ^ 

VINCENT MILLIN 
Telephone No. (703) 30S-1065 



Form PCT/IPEA/+09 (cover sheet) (July 199S)* 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/USOO/22442 



I. Basis of the report 



1. Whh regard to the elements of the international application:* 
j x | the international application as originally filed 
the description: 



pages 
pages 
pages 



1-16 



NONE 



_ , as originally filed 
filed with the demand 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of 



| x| me claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



17-20 



NONE 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of 



j x| the drawings: 



pages 
pages 
pages 



1-6 



NONE 



, as originally file i 

, filed with the demand 



NONE 



| x| the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages NONE 

pages 



, filed with the letter of . 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



pages 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of . 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

[ ] the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in printed form. 

j^] filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

p^j furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

| ] The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the writen sequence listing has 
1 — ' been furnished. 

4 1 x| The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

CEI the description, pages NONE 

the claims, Nos. NONE 

1 xl the drawings, sheets/fi^ NONE 



5. | | This report has been drawn as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 
and 70.17). 



**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998)* 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/USOO/ 22+42 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. statement 

Novelty (N) Claims NONE YES 

Claims Llgg NO 

Inventive Step (IS) Claims NONE YES 

Claims 1-23 NO 

Industrial Applicability (LA) Claims *- 23 YES 

Claims NONE NO 



2. citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1-23 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Cannon US Patent No. SJ+S.+S*. 

Claims 1-23, Cannon teaches a method for providing on-line designing of goods or services comprising 
the steps of: 

maintaining a frequent visitor database for storing frequency visitor 
information of authorized users, providing an on-line access to a virtual design studio, requiring registration of users to the 
design studio so as to qualify as authorized users, allowing authorized users to select between a variety of design formats or 
a shopping mode for existing designs in the virtual design studio, allowing authorized users in one of the variety of design 
formats access to preexisting design elements maintained in a design element database to aid in forming a design in a selected 
design format, or allowing authorized users to add their own design elements to a selected design format, and receiving 
acceptable designs from authorized users for storage of the 

acceptable designs in a storage database (column 7, line 20 thru col. 20, line 36). 

Cannon teaches the steps of allowing authorized users to discard unacceptable designs, or publish acceptable designs, 
allowing users to select between a new design format, a continue existing design format, or a redesign of a stored design format, 
allowing authorized users to order an acceptable design from a supplier, allowing a supplier to manufacture, or have 
manufactured, the acceptable design, sampling a design in a created object before entering the design studio, and allowing a 
supplier to discard published designs that are unattractive to a market place (column 7, line 20 thru col. 20, line 36). 

NEW CITATIONS 

NONE 



Form PCT/IPEA/+09 (Box V) (July 199S)* 



INTSN, 



ATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International applicati n No. 
PCT/US00/22442 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC(7) :G06F 17/60 
US CL :705/26, 27, 14; 700/233 
According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to botiT national classification and IPC 



FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
U.S. : 705/26, 27, 14; 700/233 



Documentation searched other than tninimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 
NONE 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
WEST, DIALOG 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



x,p 



US 5,615,123 A (DAVIDSON et al) 25 March 1997, col. 8, line 2 
thru col. 22, line 67. 

US 5,726,898 A (JACOBS) 10 March 1998, col. 5, line 53 thru col. 
19, line 54. 

US 5,748,484 A (CANNON et al) 05 May 1998, col. 7, line 19 thru 
col. 20, line 48. 

US 5,768,142 A (JACOBS) 16 June 1998, col. 5, line 7 thru col. 
19, line 67. 

US 5,983,201 A (FAY) 09 November 1999, col. 4, line 64 thru col. 
8, line 63. 

US 5,583,763 A (ATCHESON et al) 10 December 1996, entire 
document. 



1-23 



1-23 



1-23 



1-23 



1-23 



1-23 



□ 

Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. See patent family 



annex. 



-E" 

•O" 
-p. 



Special categories of cited documents: 

documem defining the general state of (he art which is not considered 
to be of particular relevance 

earlier document published on or after the international filing ***** 

documem which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 
special reason (as specified) 

documem referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or other 



documem published prior to the international filing date but later than 
the priority date claimed 



later documem published after the international filing date or priority 
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand the 
principle or theory underlying the invention 

documem of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step 
when the documem is taken alone 

documem of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the documem is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination 
being obvious to a person skilled in the art 

documem member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
02 OCTOBER 2000 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 



Date of mailing of the international search report 



Authorized officer 

TOD SWANN O^ULO. ft 
Telephone No. (7<») 308-7791 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1998)* 



